swallowed up of demonstrations. Beasts, fowls, and fishes
teaching and evidencing the glory of their creator. But
these by an endless generation might succeed each other
from everlasting. Let us therefore survey their order, and
see by that whether we cannot discern their governor.
The sun, and moon, and stars shine, and by shining
minister influences to herbs and flowers. These grow
and feed the cattle: the seas also and springs minister
unto them, as they do unto fowls and fishes. All which
are subservient unto man, a more noble creature endued
with understanding to admire his Creator. Who being
king and lord of this world, is able to prize all in a reflexive
manner, and render praises for all with joy, living blessedly
in the fruition of them. None can question the being
of a Deity but one that is ignorant of man's excellencies,
and the glory of his dominion over all the creatures.

TRAHERNE (from Centuries of Meditations)

It may indeed be phantasy when I
Essay to draw from all created things
Deep, heartfelt, inward joy that closely clings ;
And trace in leaves and flowers that round me
lie
Lessons of love and earnest piety.
So let it be; and if the wide world rings
In mock of this belief, it brings
Nor fear, nor grief, nor vain perplexity*
So will I build my altar in the fields,
And the blue sky my fretted dome shall be,
And the sweet fragrance that the wild flower
yields
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